
  

 

FROM the GOVERNOR 

 

In this edition of the newsletter I will introduce the District Committee Chairs. We really appreciate the work 
of all of our volunteers in Zonta and the committee chairs have a particularly important role in the District. 
They have all set goals for the biennium, which are available on the District 16 website. Please respond to 
them if you are sent a request for information.  
 
The first Zontian magazine for the biennium should have reached you. It introduces our new Zonta 
International President, Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard, the International Officers and Board, Committee 
Chairs & committees, and District Governors. It also includes the goals and programmes for the biennium, 
so is a very useful resource for you. 

I attended the National Council of Women Conference Oct 10th-12th in Auckland and there is a brief report 
below. 
 
The "Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women' campaign is almost upon us. Do share your stories and 
photos with the District & Zonta International.   
 
Janette Irvine 
Governor 2014-2016 
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 The bios and biennial goals for each of the committee chairs are available on the District 16 Website:

http://www.zonta.org.nz/documents/2014-2016-d16-committee-chairs-and-coordinators 
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One Billion Rising Revolution 
 

A message was received from Zonta International Advocacy Chair PIP Margit Webjorn regarding One 

Billion Rising, which will be escalated into a Revolution in 2015. This is headed by Eve Ensler, a 

passionate activist, best known for The Vagina Monologues. 

Zontians from around the world have been asking about it and this organisation does have a presence 

in NZ.  

 

"Zonta International promotes women’s human rights. We want women to be recognized as whole 

human beings. We believe in evolution, and in working with men to bring about change. We want to 

protect Zonta’s name and credibility. 

 

Zonta International does not support district/club involvement in One Billion Rising Revolution 

events." 

NCWNZ Conference October 10th -12th 2014 
 

I represented Zonta District 16 at this conference, held in Auckland at Waipuna Lodge. The theme was 

appropriately "Looking Ahead", as NCW has struggled for survival over the past two years since losing its 

charitable status, but that has been reinstated and NCW is looking forward to a positive future of advocating 

for women in New Zealand. 

 

It was great to see a number of young women at the conference and a very good session "5 x 5" had five 

young women from different backgrounds speaking about how they see advocacy for women in the future.  

  

The Keynote Speakers, Dame Lesley Max, Dr Jackie Blue and Dr Jennifer Curtin all gave excellent thought-

provoking addresses. 

 

Of the 11 remits, only one was lost- related to DHB's encouraging early enrolment of pregnant women. Zonta 

District 16 seconded the remit regarding raising the legal age of marriage to 18 years. The new NCW 

Constitution was passed. 

 

The presentation on "Women's Voices: recording women's experiences of the Canterbury earthquakes" - a 

collaboration between NCW Christchurch branch and the University of Canterbury Ceismic QuakeStudies, 

was excellent. 

https://quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz/store/collection/228 

 

The new President of NCW is Rae Duff, First Vice President Vanisa Dhiru, second Vice President Dianne 

Glenn, Board members Past President Barbara Arnold, Helen Gibson, Cleone Campbell. 

 

The new NCW initiative is to develop a Gender Equality Strategy with the goal of achieving gender equality 

(50/50) by 2020. The first discussion document has been sent out and I have asked the District's Advocacy 

Committee to respond to this, but if anyone would like to have input please contact Christine Cook, District 

Advocacy Chair. cook.christine.cc@gmail.com 

 

https://quakestudies.canterbury.ac.nz/store/collection/228
mailto:cook.christine.cc@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZONTA 50th ANNIVERSARY LOGOS 

These logos will be sent to clubs as jgp files and are able to be used now. The geyser logo is part of the 

conference logo designed to be used separately with the theme & 50 year statement. The lower logo was 

requested from Zonta International, for more general use & can be used beyond conference & into 2016.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centennial and Semi-Centennial Anniversary Committee 

The role of the committee is to: 

 work in association with the Zonta International Centennial Anniversary Committee (“CAC”) for the 
celebration of Zonta International’s centenary in 2019,  

 to support clubs in the District and the District Historian to enable the publication of a Centennial 
History and District 16 History, and 

 the Committee will also support the District 16 semi-centennial activities. 
 

Jennifer Loughton is the D16 Historian and is busy compiling the D16 History. It is important that all D16 

Clubs have their club history documented. A separate reminder will be send to all Clubs about sending in 

Club photographs, member profiles, a brief summary of club history and a completed Archival Survey. 

The deadline is 15 February 2015. 

Funding for the printing of the D16 History is required.  

We are also investigating ways in which D16 can celebrate 50 years of Zonta in New Zealand. This will 

include a presentation at the Rotorua Conference in September 2015.  

Suggestions from the D16 Clubs regarding funding/sponsorship for publishing the history or for 

the 50 yr celebrations and presentation at conference would be appreciated.   

Please send these suggestions to the Committee Chair, Barbara Pope at bpope@clear.net.nz  

 

 

mailto:bpope@clear.net.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE ADVOCACY CHAIR  

Violence Against Women is an issue for all of us. 

Zonta International has identified that “equal rights and a life free of violence is not just a women’s 

issue, it is a societal issue that has to be solved by women and men working together to reach common 

goals”. In New Zealand we live in a society that has over 70,000 reports of domestic violence incidents 

made to police each year, and this is only the tip of the iceberg. For this reason most women are directly 

or indirectly affected by violence such as with our family members, friends, as employers or employees, 

our clients, or as parents. Violence against women affects the status of women so with this in mind 

please plan how your club can support the Zonta Says NO campaign in November. This is an 

opportunity for Zonta Clubs to speak out on this issue, offer support to agencies working with victims of 

violence and seek collaborations with other organisations who agree that violence against women is 

unacceptable.  

Please send your stories and photos to Zonta International - photos to be at least 300dpi. 

Read Christine Cook’s report on Heather Henare’s speech to the Zonta Club of Mana on the D16 

website www.zonta.org.nz  

See the Zonta International October e-Newsletter on Advocacy: 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=bcb1832b-5189-4ce7-955a-

7473a2505f82&c=08312fb0-b54c-11e3-8308-d4ae528eb27b&ch=0989bad0-b54c-11e3-83ae-

d4ae528eb27b 

DISTRICT PROJECT - SOPHIE ELLIOTT FOUNDATION 

With the end of the year fast approaching we are already almost 6 months into actioning our chosen District 

Project for 2014-16 and as clubs will be starting to plan their calendars for 2015 it is a good time to think of our 

biennium project. 

I know that many clubs will have already held fundraisers for the Sophie Elliott Foundation and many more will 

be planning to do so in the New Year. 

With the ” Zonta says NO to violence against women” campaign acting as a constant reminder to us there is no 

better time  “to look at violence related issues affecting women and girls in our local communities and to take 

action to appropriately address these issues and to determine what concrete advocacy actions our Zonta club 

can take. (quote - Marie Jose Landeira Oestergaard) With this in mind as Zonta’s goal internationally, your 

efforts for the Sophie Elliott Foundation roll-out of the ‘Loves- Me- Not’ resource book sends a strong message 

to the community that as an organisation Zonta is a strong advocate for the safety and rights of our young 

women. 

Donations so far total $9,800. Thank you for your efforts towards our target of $50,000 (approx. $6.00 per book 

x 4000 each year).  

As Liaison Chair between District 16 and the Sophie Elliott Foundation I would appreciate clubs providing me 

with up to date information on what activities you are planning or have held, what you have in mind for the 

future or what kind of activities have worked for you. Could I please have the email contact details of a club 

member to liaise with? 

Lyn Farry 

District Project Co-ordinator 

lynfarry@hotmail.com 

 

 

http://www.zonta.org.nz/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=bcb1832b-5189-4ce7-955a-7473a2505f82&c=08312fb0-b54c-11e3-8308-d4ae528eb27b&ch=0989bad0-b54c-11e3-83ae-d4ae528eb27b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=bcb1832b-5189-4ce7-955a-7473a2505f82&c=08312fb0-b54c-11e3-8308-d4ae528eb27b&ch=0989bad0-b54c-11e3-83ae-d4ae528eb27b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=bcb1832b-5189-4ce7-955a-7473a2505f82&c=08312fb0-b54c-11e3-8308-d4ae528eb27b&ch=0989bad0-b54c-11e3-83ae-d4ae528eb27b


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FROM SOPHIE ELLIOTT FOUNDATION 

The “Loves Me Not” book has just been printed and is to be released on November 7th. Bill O’Brien sent a 

copy of the book to each of our 28 clubs on October 29th.  

(Lesley Elliott and Bill O’Brien attended a very well-supported Sophie Elliott Foundation fundraiser arranged 

by the Zonta Club of Hibiscus Coast & Bill had a copy of the book to show us. The book has been well-

received and it is planned to release it into book stores.)  

Email from Bill O’Brien 29.10.14: 

Lesley has already done a lengthy interview with the Otago Daily Times and there should be a feature 

this Saturday or the one following.  She has also been interviewed for the Salvation Army War Cry 

magazine and we should get lots of interest from other newspapers and some magazines over coming 

days.  The contribution of Zonta has been made prominent in interviews and in material supplied by 

the Random House publicist. However, as you know, print media write what they wish and we have 

little control over what they print other than doing our best to highlight some things and hope they 

will put that in the article.  Radio and television is easier as we can emphasise Zonta’s contribution 

where possible, especially where it is live and can’t be edited. 

 

Radio and TV appearances confirmed so far are as follows: 

 

1. Sunday 2 November Lesley will be talking to Mark Sainsbury on his programme Sound Track 

to your Life from 0908hrs to 1000hrs on Radio Live 

2. Thursday 6 November TV3’s Paul Henry show live sometime after 10pm I believe 

3. Friday 7 November Newstalk ZB with Mike Hosking (I don’t have a time yet but it will be 

early) 

4. 9.30am both of us do a live interview for 10 minutes on TVOne’s Good Morning 
 

 

On 1 November the Zonta International Foundation will launch its “Every Member Every 
November”  campaign.   In conjunction with the 95th anniversary of Zonta’s founding, the Every 
Member Every November campaign invites all Zontians to re-affirm their commitment to Zonta 
International by making an annual, individual contribution to the Foundation during the month of 
November.   
Member’s generosity & commitment will be celebrated.   
 
Look out for the campaign launch on November 1st. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

Kate McCaw – District JMK winner is also a Zonta International JMK winner, sponsored by the 

Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore – presentations in Auckland on November 17th. 

Lesley Elliott – Westpac/FairFax Media Women of Influence Supreme Awardee 

New Women Government Ministers: 

Hon. Maggie Barry 

Hon. Louise Upston 

 

Dr Hilary Lapsley – Zonta Club of Auckland Cherry Raymond Awardee  

NCWNZ Board: 

Rae Duff – President 

Vanisa Dhiru – 1st Vice-President 

Dianne Glenn – 2nd Vice-President 

Barbara Arnold – Immediate Past President 

Helen Gibson –Member 

Cleone Campbell –Member –also member of Zonta Club of Auckland 

 

Janine Gould – Member of Zonta International JMK Scholarship committee (apologies-omitted 

from last newsletter) – Area 2 Director and member Zonta Club of Wellington 

 

FROM The WEBMASTER 

The District 16 website aims to be a developing entity.  As such our current Webmaster is seeking 

interest from members to be involved in a group to help define and direct the social media and 

digital footprint of the District 16 Zonta website and its 5 year strategy. You don’t need to be a 

computer geek or programmer but comfortable using Facebook and Word would serve you well. 

So if you think you might have skills and interest in joining a discussion forum then please contact 

Nikola at webmasterd16@zonta.org.nz. 

We’d love to have your help. 

Nikola Bass 

mailto:webmasterd16@zonta.org.nz

